6.0

ARTICLE 6 – OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEES

6.1

The Council is required by law to discharge certain overview and scrutiny functions.
These functions are an essential component of local democracy. Overview and
Scrutiny Committees can contribute to the development of Council policies and also
hold the Cabinet to account for its decisions. Another key part of the overview and
scrutiny role is to review existing policies, consider proposals for new policies and
suggest new policies.
Overview and scrutiny should be carried out in a constructive way and should aim
to contribute to the delivery of efficient and effective services that meet the
needs and aspirations of local residents.

6.2

The Council will appoint a Strategic Overview and Scrutiny Committee (which will
comprise between 9 and 13 members of the Council except those who are members
of the Cabinet), plus Economic Growth, Environment & Development (Overview &
Scrutiny) Committee, Community, Housing and Health (Overview & Scrutiny)
Committee and Leisure, Parks & Waste Management (Overview & Scrutiny)
Committee (each consisting of between 9 and 13 Councillors) to discharge the
function; together these Committees will comprise the formal scrutiny arrangements
of the Council.
Any member of the Council may refer a matter* affecting any part of the District to
the relevant Overview and Scrutiny Committee ("Councillor Calls for Action").
(*Defined as a matter which relates to the functions of the Overview and Scrutiny
Committee other than a local crime and disorder matter dealt with by the Police and
Justice Act 2006 or a matter which the Secretary of State has excluded by Order).

No member of the Council may scrutinise a decision in which they were involved.
The Chairman of the Strategic Overview and Scrutiny Committee may not also chair
one of the Overview and Scrutiny Committees.
6.3

General Role
The Overview and Scrutiny Committees may :

6.4

(a)

review and/or scrutinise decisions made or actions taken in connection with
the discharge of any of the Council's functions;

(b)

make reports and/or recommendations to the Council and/or the Cabinet in
connection with the discharge of any functions;

(c)

consider any matter affecting the area or its residents;

(d)

exercise the right to call in, for reconsideration, decisions made but not yet
implemented by the Cabinet;

(e)

to assist the Council and the Cabinet in the development of its budget and
policy framework;

(f)

consider any Councillor Calls for Action requiring scrutiny through the formal
scrutiny process.

Specific functions
(a)

Policy Development and Review. The Overview and Scrutiny Committees
may:
(i)

assist the Council and the Chief Executive in the development of its
budget and policy framework by in-depth analysis of policy issues;

(ii)

conduct research, community and other consultation in the analysis of
policy issues and possible options;

(iii)

consider and implement mechanisms to encourage and enhance
community participation in the development of policy options; and

(iv)

question members of the Cabinet and officers about their views on
issues and proposals affecting the area.

(b)

(c)
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Scrutiny. The Overview and Scrutiny Committees may:
(i)

review and scrutinise decisions made by and performance of any
member exercising executive functions and officers both individually
and over time;

(ii)

review and scrutinise the performance of the Council in relation to its
policy objectives, performance targets and/or particular service areas;

(iii)

question any member exercising executive functions and officers about
their decisions and performance, whether generally in comparison with
service plans and targets over a period of time, or in relation to
particular decisions, initiatives, or projects;

(iv)

make recommendations to the Cabinet and/or the Council arising from
the outcome of the scrutiny process;

(v)

question and gather evidence from any person (with their consent);

(vi)

consider and make recommendations on a Councillor Call for Action;

(vii)

challenge a decision of the Cabinet or an officer not to classify a certain
decision as “key”.

Scrutiny of regulatory decisions. The Overview and Scrutiny Committees may
review policies and procedures in connection with any regulatory functions
exercised by Planning and Regulatory & Licensing Committees, and SubCommittees thereof, or by officers, but such a review shall not include scrutiny
of any such decision relating to an individual application for determination,
consent, licence, permission etc.

Crime and Disorder
The Community, Housing & Health (Overview and Scrutiny) Committee will act as the
Council’s Crime and Disorder Committee for the purposes of the Crime and Disorder
(Overview and Scrutiny) Regulations. Any member of the Council, whether a
member of this Committee or not, may refer a local crime or disorder matter* to the
Committee.

6.6

Proceedings of the Overview and Scrutiny Committees
The Overview and Scrutiny Committees will each conduct its proceedings in
accordance with the Scrutiny Procedure Rules set out in Part 4 of this Constitution.

6.7

Quorum
The quorum for a meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee shall be one
quarter of the number of voting members of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

*
Local crime and disorder matter means a matter concerning:
a) crime and disorder (including anti-social behaviour or other behaviour adversely affecting
the local environment) or
b) the misuse of drugs, alcohol or other substances.
Where such a matter affects all or part of the electoral area for which the member is elected
or any person who lives or works in that area (s.19 Police and Justice Act 2006)

